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Steamboats on the Colorado River operated from the river mouth at the Colorado River Delta on the Gulf of California in Mexico,
up to the Virgin River on the Lower Colorado River Valley in the Southwestern United States from 1852 until 1909, when the
construction of the Laguna Dam was completed.
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Colorado River steamboats thrived until they were supplanted by the railroads in the late 1800s. This part of the Colorado River
was closed to boats by construction of the Laguna Dam in 1908, and the addition of numerous other dams, including the giant
Hoover Dam near Las Vegas, would now make steamboat trade impossible. Source(s): Muther, Kay.
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But for some fifty years these Colorado River steamboats carried tools, hardware, dry goods, mining machinery, and milling
equipment to the settlements along the river. Downstream loads were gold, silver, copper, and lead, as well as hides, wool, and
pelts in season.
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