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Grant Proposal Writing This brief is one in a series of tips for civil society organizations written from a funder’s perspective. It is
intended to stimulate inquiry, rather than to provide rigid instructions.
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Guidelines for Writing Research Proposals and Dissertations
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Definition of A Research Project Proposal. A research proposal is defined as, “A document that is typically written by a scientist
or academic which describes the ideas for an investigation on a certain topic.
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The grantmaking process begins with submission of a letter of inquiry. Letters of Inquiry should include. A brief statement (1-2
sentences) about the nature and purpose of the proposed project;
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See Chapter 11.C.2.j for additional guidance on the mentoring and data management plan requirements for collaborative
proposals. NSF will combine the proposal submission for printing or electronic viewing. To submit the collaborative proposal, the
following process must be completed: 29 (i) Each non-lead organization must assign their proposal a proposal PIN.
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