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This book, Emperor Hirohito and the Pacific War, is a well-balanced analysis of the controversial role Emperor Hirohito played
during the Pacific War, drawing on previously unavailable primary sources. Noriko Kawamura sets herself a twofold task: first, to
situate controversies surrounding Emperor Hirohito into appropriate historical contexts; second, to shed a new light on the work
by past researchers on Emperor Hirohito’s wartime deeds and responsibilities.
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World War II in the Pacific. Its overarching thesis is that Emperor Hirohito was to blame for that war. Pike, a specialist in
economic history,1 argues that Gen. Douglas MacArthur was wrong not to put the emperor on trial, though he does not explain
how this might have affected the occupation of Japan. He
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A considerable amount of ink has been spilled over the question of why, if Emperor Hirohito had the power to stop the Pacific
War on August 15, 1945, he had permitted it to start.
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"Kawamura offers a novel perspective on the role of Emperor Hirohito in the Pacific War and in the years which preceded it.
Based on new and reappraised sources, she draws a human portrait of him, different from the caricatures that have been
presented until now."-Ben-Ami Shillony, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem "This is a strong book.
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